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Another year in the books and what a year it has 
been! As is usual, within the world of agriculture, 
it has had its share of ups and downs, but the 
industry seems ever optimistic. By the time 
everyone reads this we will have a new President 
elect and I am fairly confident that whatever side 
of the fence you land on, and whomever has 
won we will all be excited to have this round of 
campaigning behind us!

We have been blessed with another good year at 
Hawkeye, and we have made several improvements 
at the facility for the coming year. Early in 2016 
we made some improvements to the barn as well 
as lab facilities in the receiving / south barn lab 
equipment. We completely refurbished that lab 
last year, and this year we have installed a new 
phase contrast digital scope so that customers 
can see what their bull collection looks like 
at the time of collection.  This will also give us 
the opportunity to point out any anomalies or 
abnormalities that may be present as well.

Our biggest investment, by far, this past year 
has been the implementation of the IMV IVOS 
II CASA semen evaluation system in our main 
lab. This system is widely used by many of the 
commercial semen collection facilities around 
the world, and has allowed us to make more 
accurate assessments of semen viability as well 
as optimal extension rates. It has been a hard 
sell for us to go from subjective evaluations to 
objective, but the results and uniformity of post 
freeze evaluation has been a welcome progression 
for us now that we have it integrated in to our 
operating procedures. The CASA system is an 
amazing piece of technology, and allows us to 
make evaluations that we have never been able 
to make before regarding continuity of the cell as 
well as the cell membrane, cell structure, viability 
of individual cells and accurate dilution ratios for 
each individual bull. This technology has been 
widely used for some time in the AI industry, and 
we are excited to implement this across the board 
for both our beef and dairy customers.

In October of this year, I was elected to serve 
again on the National Association of Animal 
Breeders board - definitely an honor and I am 

happy to serve, again representing the custom 
collection side of the industry. The NAAB is a long 
standing association stretching back decades and 
it’s primary purpose is to help those individuals, 
both public and private interested in artificial 
insemination as well as keeping members 
informed on  advancements in the reproductive 
industry. The NAAB has been instrumental in 
opening borders for trade and export of semen 
to countries around the world, health protocols, 
disease management, development of genomics 
as an industry tool to evaluate progeny, and many 
other industry advancements over the years - if 
you are not familiar with this association, and 
in the AI business, I strongly suggest you check 
them out!

Looking ahead to 2017 we have many exciting 
things happening in the coming year! We are in 
the process of developing a satellite C.S.S. / EU 
/ China export facility in Wisconsin! We hope 
to be up and running at this facility early 2017, 
and will be sure to keep everyone updated as this 
progresses. We are also looking to make several 
improvements as well as some expansions here at 
our Adel facility, starting this spring.

We hope that 2016 has been profitable, safe 
and healthy year for all of you and that you are 
blessed with a fantastic coming year!  Brandy and 
I thank you for working with us and our Hawkeye 
family this past year and we all look forward to 
helping you in 2017!

Gloria Jensen | Brandy and David Jensen

2017 Board of 
Directors for NAAB
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Hawkeyes relationship with the Jensen family 

goes back decades - Kevin and Sheila are very 

respected cattle breeders in Kansas and we 

have had a long standing relationship with them 

collecting bulls at their facility just south of 

Courtland, Kansas. 

 The Jensen family has been very involved in the 

Hereford breed, and they are well known for fitting, 

showing, and judging this breed. This experience 

and involvement not only in the Hereford breed 

but the beef cattle industry in general has been a 

great asset over the years in our relationship with 

them. Kevin, Sheila, and their collection specialist Eddie have been offering custom domestic collections 

at their bull barn since the early 90’s, and it is a partnership we are proud to be a part of. If your program 

is geographically located closer to central Kansas and you are interested in having your sire collected be 

sure to contact them.  Thank you Kevin and Sheila for all your hard work.

 For collections in the Courtland, Kansas area call Kevin or Sheila Jensen at (785) 374-4372 or email 

them at jensenks@courtland.net

WE WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE SOME
VERY SPECIAL MEMBERS OF THE HAWKEYE FAMILY-

THE JENSENS AND THE BECKERS!

Tom and Shelly Becker are our friends 

in North Dakota that we are also proud 

to be working with.  Tom does “on 

farm” collections in his area and has 

the perfect background to get you top 

quality semen for domestic use.  Tom 

used to manage Nokota bull stud so his 

background experience is in all phases 

of our industry.  Customers in his area 

are lucky to have someone so good at 

collecting and he and Shelly are very 

nice people to work with too!  Thank 

you Tom and Shelly! 

For collections in the Minot, North 

Dakota area, call Tom or Shelly at 

(701) 838-1041 or email them at 

becker@minot.com
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IVOS CASA
 •  Objectivity: Removes technician bias, related to  

       subjective analysis performed by the human eyes

 •  Accuracy: Motile cell, progressive motility and  
       velocity parameters

 • Precision: Repeatable results

 • Sensitivity: Detects even the slightest changes in  
      sperm motion

 • Reliability: Eliminates technical fatigue. Analyze  
      samples all day without sacrificing accuracy

Jackie Beals, Lab Manager, working with 
our new IVOS machine.

Hawkeye Breeders is excited about working with the Nevel 
family on our facility to export semen to China! Dan, his wife 
Cathy, and two boys Collin and Colby have an extensive dairy 
background and have been working with cattle all of their lives 
in a little town just south of Madison. Their family farm was 
started in 1913 by Dan’s great grandfather and has been going 
ever since.

 Dan and his family’s milking and dairy background will be 
a valuable asset in this partnership, and Hawkeye Breeders is 
currently building a brand new satellite facility on the Nevel 
farm to accommodate bulls for export to China as well as 
eventually bulls for EU export and semen that will be gender 
sorted through one of our working relationships with sorting 
facilities in Wisconsin. 

 Cathy, Dan, and the boys are all very active people with many 
different interests, and we are very excited about the future 
working with them as part of Hawkeye’s extended family!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours.

To contact the Nevel Family:

e: 8fingeredfarmer@gmail.com

ph: 608-576-3765

HELLO FROM HAWKEYE NORTH & THE NEVEL FAMILY, 
DAN, CATHY, COLLIN & COLBY.  



And it came to pass in those days, 
that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. And this taxing 
was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own 
city.

And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; because 
he was of the house and lineage of 
David: to be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with 
child. And so it was, that, while 
they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be 
delivered. And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all 

people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said one to 
another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when 
they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. And 
all they that heard it wondered at 
those things were were told them 
by the shepherds. But Mary kept all 
these things, and pondered them 
in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told unto 
them.

SERVICE
WITH

INTEGRITY

Hawkeye Breeders Service, Inc.
32642 Old Portland Road
Adel, Iowa  50003
U.S.A.
ph:   (515) 993-4711
fax:  (515) 993-4176

website:
www.hawkeyebreeders.com
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A REMINDER REGARDING OUR
HOUSING AND STORAGE

Hawkeye Breeders Service, Inc. periodically likes to remind you, our valued customer, 
about our sire housing and semen storage policy.  Please be advised there is no insurance 
coverage by Hawkeye Breeders on your sire or semen.  The cost to adequately cover your 
sire for loss due to illness, injury, or death or loss of your semen from LNR failure would be 
prohibitive.  We prefer to transmit the savings on to you in the form of reasonable charges for 
our various services.  

Please be assured all necessary precautions with regard to your sire’s health, safety, and your 
semen bank security will be maintained at all times.

The Christmas Story
Luke 2:1-20 KJV

Carley Jensen (top) and 
Kate Daniels (bottom), both 
Granddaughters of Gloria Jensen, 
feeding some of the bottle calves 
at the farm this spring.


